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2l January 1976

Congress ur ed by f I A
chlef w sto p lmks

By STEPHLL\ BARBER in \Vabhm"hm

CO\IGRESS members were urged yesterday by Mr
' William: Colby, C I A-director, not to breach’ any i
i more’ conﬁdences Hetold them damage had already

Ibeen dope: by wholesa]e leaks' during the past. year'”,

'of Closed door commlttee hearings into" the. alleged
1 misdeeds- . 6f - America’s
mtelhgence commumty,

“.Yet even as he did $0. the
House Intelligence -Commit-
‘tce’s draft report on the CI A
plouded another leak. -

- It'was, that Mr Colby had dis-
,Closed “in a_secret session that
‘the CLA “planted™ news stories
o Reuters, as a non-Amencan
news agency, which ‘it was’ con- |
strainted from doing on Reuters |
American  rivals, Assocnated
{ Press and United Press. 4"

- ~He also said,” ‘appar ently,’ that
The CTA had occasmnally used.;
1 foreign news medna for * pro-
paganda. .purposes,  but: not:
American media, because-of the’
policy,-  against . mxsmformmg
,Amencam g

- He did_not specnfy \\hat thexe
-stories. \xeré ‘It is an’ open-
secret in Journah<lxc circles,"
however, that the CTA has fre-;
quently fed information it wants
-to --see published -to foreign
_orzanisations, who accept it in
good faith as accurate. .

These same. organisations’ rc-

‘ports have then been quoted in
’ the American Press. .
s The commitice “lcak™ also
disclosed that the CIA has 11
journalists on its payrolt working
on - 15 . newspapers, magazines
and’ broadcasting services and
the agency’s own news organisa-
tirm——whi_ch was not named. The |
“leaks™ are . as sc]ective,
eudenny .as the *“plants.”

It was receutly reported that .
the C1 A found itself obliged to
create a special inter-agency
group to_screen mews stories it |
mieht iteelf have generated by .
**plantine”® them so that a .
policymaking level .the Govern-
miént wonld mot be misled. -~ |
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THE LONDON DAILY TELEGRAFH

STAT

" Troth am_l'lics

Tn Tondon. Mr Gerald Long, |
Reuters managing director, had :

a proper retort to these latest
allegations: He pointed out that
the Dritich "agency had been in;
business for-125 years, “largely :

because we know the (hffexence
between truth and ligs.” -

If the CTA or anvone “else
had been paying Reuters corves--
pondents to pass on its hand.
outs in the gnise of news, he
said: “ it is highly likelv that (it

has bern wasting the taxpayers’ .!

money.”

Mr Long called for oroof that :

Reuters bad berti manioulated.
He is unlikelv to get it.

The absurdity of the sitiatien :
created by the House. - Tntelli-
gence Committee's leaks is _that
the newspapers most consistently |

harrassing the C1A are those |

like the New Yorlk Times -and
thn Washinaion Post which ha\c

in the past had po hesitation in |

wsing infarmatinp that reached
l‘xem Imm CTA sources. as
*scoops ™ of their owa.
Put this. was wnat what, was
bothering. My Coibv  vesterday.
He was d"‘llvnz wilh the Scnate

" suh-committee: on ‘gov croment

oprrahnnc which -is ttudnng
rcfm ms to the CTA.
‘He pleaded that any fnturc
mrrcwbt ” commtitees the sub-
committee might  recommend
should be restricted to very few
members  because  experience
had praved -that Congress as a
whole was very bad.at keeping
ofrrtc

He 'said that as a vesnlt of
the aiving.of so mu-y evidence
given by the intellicence sep-
vices behind closed doors this
véar. a "totallv erroncous.im-.
pressinn’of cantinued failures of
American  intellizence ™ - had

&

been” ngcn to the vublic,” - J




